
Prophet 
Proclaiming a God’s-Eye Point of View to the World 

INTRODUCTION TO THE WEEK
In this eighth and final week of our study, we will consider various ways that a disciple 
of Jesus becomes a Prophet. Prophets embody and proclaim a God’s-eye view of reality. 
They have a keen perception of things that harm a neighbor on personal, interpersonal, 
and systemic levels. A prophet gives witness to relations between neighbors that have 
become distorted, forgotten and abused, so that corrective action may be taken to 
forgive, restore, and reconcile broken relationships. 

This week’s focus on the role of disciple as prophet is taking place during Holy Week. 
Through the passion of Jesus Christ, we discover the high cost sometimes paid by a 
prophet who proclaims a God’s-eye view of the world in opposition to people who use 
coercive, violent power to rule the world. As people of the resurrection, however, we 
also know that the cross of Christ is not the final word in the cosmic conflict between 
God and the forces that oppose God’s will for the world. 

Most of us probably do not think we are called to be prophets. We hope this week’s 
study will encourage many of us to reexamine that view and dedicate ourselves to 
embodying this essential aspect of following Jesus. 

Monday: Jesus’ mother, Mary, sees the world as God sees and responds to the world  

As we have noted from time to time throughout these eight weeks of study, the 
author of the Gospel of Luke portrays Jesus as God’s greatest prophet. Luke presents 
Jesus as a person concerned with how people of faith were ignoring the portions of 
Torah that had to do with justice, especially the treatment of the poor. In this Gospel 
a prophet boldly proclaims God’s point of view on things, even when threatened by 
those who want to seek only their own advantage.

Luke foreshadows the prophetic role of Jesus in his portrayal of Mary, the mother of 
Jesus. Although she is never called a prophet, Mary nevertheless embodies and 
proclaims a God’s-eye view of reality. After learning she is pregnant, Mary sets out 
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with haste to a town in the 
Judean hill country [see 
photo at left]. She hurries to 
visit her relative Elizabeth, 
who is also pregnant with 
John the Baptist. When 
Elizabeth confirms that the 
child in Mary’s womb is 
very special indeed, Mary 
praises God in the prophetic 
language of The Magnificat, 
the song of Mary:    

Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed, because the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the arrogant in the thoughts of 
their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the 
humble; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has 
helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made 
to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever” (Luke 1:39-55). 

Mary describes how God has blessed her, looking with favor on her “lowliness.”
• Mary recognizes her own “lowliness,” which includes both her personal humility 

and her objective state of poverty and powerlessness in her cultural context. 
• From Mary’s point of view, God has blessed her and been merciful to her because she 

occupies her position of reverent and righteous living before God. 
• Mary proclaims this God’s-eye view of reality: God blesses those who are humble, 

poor and powerless in the world; Jesus later incorporates this same perspective into 
his teaching of the Beatitudes in Luke 6:20-23: God is blessing the poor, the hungry 
and those who are outcasts in the world.

• In Luke, Mary thus becomes the prototype example for those who prophetically 
proclaim in word and deed the humility and powerlessness that God recognizes and 
blesses.

Another aspect of Mary’s prophetic proclamation is what she sees God doing to the 
arrogant, rich and powerful in her world. 
• Mary sees and understands that God does not condone arrogance, nor does God 

reward those who use power to lord over others; God is leveling the playing field 
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and will reverse the fortunes of such people when God fully reigns throughout the 
world. 

At various times in my own life, I’ve held leadership positions. I have learned from my 
experiences (both good and bad!) that there is a huge difference between exercising 
arrogant and powerful leadership by dominating others, and leading people from the 
middle, with humility, mercy and collaboration.   

Questions for reflection 
• What steps do you take to adopt an attitude and position of humility in your 

relationships with others? 
• What are some of the temptations brought about by a person’s affluence, power 

or arrogance that might cause a person to act in ways that injure others or 
damage relationships? 

Prayer
God of mercy and surprises: keep me humble in heart and mind; give me the vision 
and wisdom to see how you are working in the world through the lowliness of your 
faithful servants; and fill me with the courage to stand and work always before you 
with humility and mercy toward others. Amen. 

Tuesday: The great prophet Jesus embodies and enacts God’s will for the world. 

Yesterday, in the Gospel of Luke, we observed how Mary models what it means to 
see and respond to the world through a God’s-eye view of reality. Today, we will 
examine Luke’s introduction to Jesus as the embodiment of the many ways God 
levels the playing field by lifting up the lowly. In Luke’s portrayal, the prophet Jesus 
embodies and enacts God’s will for the world. The following passage might be 
characterized as the “mission statement” of Jesus in Luke’s Gospel.   

When Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue 
on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring the Gospel to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” And he rolled up the 
scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were 
fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in 
your hearing” (Luke 4:16-21). 
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!
By quoting the prophet Isaiah (61:1-2; 58:6), and telling the audience that Jesus 
fulfills this scripture, Luke points to Jesus as the prophetic Messiah who embodies 
and enacts what God desires for the world. 
• Jesus becomes God’s spokesman to the world; he will proclaim in word and deed  

a God’s-eye view of reality to all who will listen and respond.
• God has “anointed” (Greek: chriō) Jesus for this mission; this Greek verb chriō is 

related linguistically to christos, the Greek word for “Christ,” meaning the 
“anointed one.” 

• Throughout the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles (a two-volume set 
according to most scholars), the Holy Spirit is the energizing and motivating 
force behind the mission and ministry of Jesus and his followers; the presence of 
the Spirit in Jesus confirms his anointing by God. 

The mission of Jesus includes bringing the Gospel (NRSV: “good news”) to the poor.
• The Greek word euangelion used in this passage can be alternately translated as 

“gospel” or “good news.” 
• But as we see from the stories throughout Luke’s Gospel, Jesus does not simply 

orally preach a message of future hope to the poor; he actually feeds them! The 
“gospel” or “good news” is less about talk, and more about meeting the basic 
needs of others: poverty and hunger are not part of God’s plan for the world. 

• As faithful followers of Jesus who have also been anointed with the Holy Spirit, 
we, too, are called to bring the Gospel to the poor!    

The mission of Jesus also includes setting people free from oppression, captivity and 
blindness. 
• We are sometimes blind to the ways that the economic and political systems of 

the world take advantage of some people and even oppress others. 
• Last week I was driving on the highway behind the truck of a national retail 

chain, whose motto was boldly stenciled on the truck: “always low prices.” 
• The motto caused me to wonder whether my own desire to pay the lowest prices 

for goods and services makes me complicit in a worldwide system that causes 
some people halfway around the world to work in dangerous conditions for low 
wages so that cheap goods are more readily available to me. 

• A prophet is a person who heals our blindness by pointing out relationships 
between neighbors that have become distorted, forgotten and abused, so that 
corrective action may be taken to forgive, restore, and reconcile broken 
relationships. But is that person halfway around the world really my “neighbor”?  

• Also, as I write today, an article appeared in my local newspaper and identified 
the top twenty consumers of water in my part of drought-stricken South Texas.
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• The people named use millions of gallons of water each year at their 
beautifully-landscaped homes. 

• Can they hear this prophetic critique leveled at their over-consumption of a 
precious natural resource? 

• Can we, too, hear this prophetic word and take responsibility for our own use 
of the limited natural resources of our region? 

Questions for Reflection 
• In what ways has God anointed you with the Holy Spirit to bring the Gospel to 

the poor and feed the hungry in your world? How are you responding?
• Where do you see people in your world struggling against systems that blind or 

oppress them? What actions might you take to help free people from this kind of 
bondage and oppression? 

• Where might you be complicit in larger systems that oppress or abuse other 
people or some aspect of God’s creation? 

Prayer 
Lord God, who desires justice and mercy for everyone: activate your Holy Spirit to 
heal the blindness that prevents me from seeing how people around me are 
oppressed and abused; give me the wisdom to know how to respond; and inspire 
me to speak out and act so that others might be freed from all such injuries. Amen. 

Wednesday: A prophet runs the risk of rejection by others. 

Today, we pick up where we left off yesterday in the passage from the Gospel of 
Luke. Not everyone in Nazareth was satisfied with hearing Jesus proclaim God’s 
will for the world.

All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. 
They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” He said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me 
this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown 
the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’” And he said, “Truly I tell you, no 
prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. But the truth is, there were many widows 
in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, 
and there was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them except 
to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the 
prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” When they 
heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the 
town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they 
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might hurl him off 
the cliff. But he 
passed through the 
midst of them and 
went on his way 
(Luke 4:22-30). 

Right: modern  
Nazareth, built on 
that same hillside 
highlighted in the 
story. 

The people are puzzled by the gracious words coming from the mouth of Jesus. 
• Jesus refers to himself as a prophet, but that self-perception is nearly impossible 

for the people of his hometown to hear and accept. 
• After all, these are the people who know his humble parents and ordinary 

siblings; they are people who have taught Jesus, fed him, and nurtured his 
growth and development. 

• The story reminds us how we often overlook or discount the important views 
and prophetic critiques offered by people with whom we are most familiar. 

• Sometimes, we fail to hear the prophet speaking to us from next door or down 
the street; all too often we give more credence to the voices of people from far 
away, despite the fact that they know less about us than the prophet nearby.   

Jesus compares his ministry to that of the great Israelite prophets Elijah and Elisha. 
• Standing alone, this seemingly pretentious comparison might be enough to 

antagonize the people in Nazareth.  
• But Jesus goes further, telling two stories about Elijah and Elisha that are linked 

only by the fact that these two great prophets extended their healing and 
reconciling work to Gentiles - well beyond the boundaries of the people of Israel. 

• Jesus suggests that his prophetic ministry is not just for Jews only, but for the 
poor and oppressed of all the nations. This is a prominent aspect of the mission 
and ministry of Jesus highlighted particularly in the Gospel of Luke: Jesus is the 
savior of all the world! 
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• The people of Nazareth are surprised and unhappy to hear this: after all, they are 
God’s chosen people and they apparently think that makes them the exclusive 
beneficiaries of God’s mercy and healing.  

The mission and ministry of Jesus extend to everyone. For that reason, the people 
of Nazareth reject Jesus as a prophet and seek to throw him off the cliff. 

Questions for Reflection 
• Who are the people in your hometown or congregation who try to give you a 

God’s-eye view of reality that is hard to hear because they are so familiar to you? 
• In what ways do you take the mission and ministry of Jesus to everyone, not just 

to the members of your congregation or to those who are like you? 

Prayer 
Gracious God, you created all people in your own image and seek to reconcile all 
people to you in the body of your son Jesus Christ: give me ears to hear the words of 
your prophets who are my neighbors next door; help me see and understand that 
the mission and ministry of Jesus extends to all the world; and give me the courage 
to cross the social, political and economic boundaries that otherwise divide us, so 
that I might minister to others in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

Thursday: Jesus confronts those who oppose God’s reign in the world. 

In yesterday’s study, we saw that a prophet risks rejection by others. As you are 
hearing and reading today’s offering, it is Maundy Thursday. The arrest and trial of 
Jesus draw ever closer once again. Let’s look at the events of that first Holy Week 
and see what, according to the Gospel of Matthew, prompts the rejection of God’s 
prophet.  

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the 
colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 
The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
! “Hosanna to the Son of David!
! ! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The 
crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
! Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were selling and buying in the 
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temple, and he overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who 
sold doves. He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer’; 
but you are making it a den of robbers.” The blind and the lame came to him in the 
temple, and he cured them (Matthew 21:6-14). 

The crowds first mentioned in the passage are the people following Jesus. 
• They recognize his authority by spreading their cloaks on the road and following 

an earlier Jewish celebratory tradition of cutting branches and spreading them 
before him.  

• But the people in Jerusalem are in turmoil with Jesus’ noisy entry - they don’t 
really know him and have to ask his identity. 

• “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee,” comes the response. 

Jesus enters Jerusalem in a way that serves as embodied, prophetic action: it is  
orchestrated street theater, highlighting the themes of Jesus’ mission and ministry.   
• His procession into Jerusalem parodies the Greco-Roman ritual of the triumphal 

procession into a city by the latest conquering imperial hero. 
• So, too, his entry into Jerusalem evokes in the Jewish people the image of 

Zechariah 9:9: Israel’s triumphant and victorious king rides into Jerusalem 
humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  

• Jesus rides into Jerusalem proclaiming God’s reign that, unlike Rome’s, is not 
based on violence and does not rely on social, political and economic oppression.

• Jesus does not reject the laudatory title “son of David” bestowed on him, thereby 
leaving people with the impression that he claims his status as the long-awaited 
new king in the line of the great King David, revered by Israel as a great healer.  

As all four gospels tell us, Jerusalem has a reputation for killing God’s prophets. 
Jesus’ confrontation with the ruling powers has begun in earnest. 

In the Temple, Jesus continues with part two of his embodied, prophetic action.
• By driving out people and turning over the tables of the money changers, Jesus 

disrupts the entire sacrificial system of the Temple that exploits the poor even in 
this sacred place of worship and sacrifice. 

• This action by Jesus embodies God’s judgment of the Temple, a judgment that will 
be completed a few decades later in the year 70 CE, when Roman forces destroy 
the Temple and all of Jerusalem while crushing the Jewish Revolt.  

• By healing those who are outcasts, and otherwise unwelcome in the Temple, 
Jesus also embodies what God does will for God’s people: inclusion and 
forgiveness for everyone. 
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With this entry into Jerusalem, Jesus confronts the religious and political elites who 
are ruling authorities. His courageous, embodied prophecy seals his fate. 

Questions for Reflection 
• Who are those in your world who risk rejection by religious or political 

authorities to proclaim what they believe to be God’s will for the world? 
• Do these people inspire or frighten you? Why? 

Prayer 
Almighty God, who gave to your prophetic Son Jesus the boldness to proclaim and 
embody your will before the rulers of this world, and the courage to be arrested and 
die for his faith: Grant that we may always be ready to proclaim your reign in the 
world and to be rejected and suffer gladly as your prophet; this we pray in the name 
of your Son and prophet, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Adapted from the BCP, pp. 
246-47). 

Friday: The world often pushes back violently against those who seek God’s reign. 

Today is Good Friday. We pause for a moment of silence to acknowledge and give 
thanks for the sacrifice made today by Jesus our Lord on behalf of all creation.

As followers of Jesus, we, too, are sometimes called to make sacrifices and even 
endure persecution for the sake of Jesus and the Gospel. Consider the following 
teaching by Jesus found in the Sermon on the Mount.   

Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of justice, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you (Matthew 
5:10-12). 

The just way of life Jesus teaches in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew, chapters 
5-7) challenges many of the convictions, structures and systems that define and 
shape life in the world. But God promises that this prophetic way of life is rich and 
rewarding, as reflected in the Beatitudes. For example:   
• “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (5:3); yet 

people in the world frequently celebrate the powerful decision-makers that lead 
our institutions and societies into the future. 

• “Blessed are the gentle ones, for they shall inherit the earth” (5:5); yet people in 
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the world often extol aggressive speech and action taken in the name of 
convictions and ideals. 

• “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for justice, for they will be filled” (5:6); 
yet people in the world usually seek to define justice for themselves and then to 
carry it out, rather than discerning and implementing God’s justice in the world.   

• “Blessed are the ones practicing mercy, for they shall receive mercy” (5:7); yet 
people in the world sometimes perceive the practice of mercy as a weak and 
ineffective form of leadership. 

• “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God” (5:9); yet in 
our world, saber-rattling is a common practice by which people seek to get their 
way.   

In today’s passage, Jesus confirms what we have been discussing at various times 
during this Holy Week: proclaiming and embodying the will of God, and drawing 
attention to a God’s-eye view of reality, provoke resistance from people and groups 
who benefit from the status quo structures of the world. God calls all of us as 
followers of Jesus to seek and work for a just society and world where people are 
in right relationship with God and with one another.  

The cross and crucifixion of Jesus remind us starkly, however, that the world pushes 
back. The world vigorously and sometimes violently pushes back against those who 
seek to overturn or undermine political and religious power structures that do not 
reflect God’s will for the world. Throughout the course of history, followers of Jesus 
have been persecuted for their faith and their Christian convictions.    
• The young Perpetua and her companions were martyred in the stadium at 

Carthage, North Africa, in the year 203 because they would not recant their faith 
in Jesus Christ.   

• Catholic Archbishop Oscar Romero was assassinated in El Salvador in 1980 
because he spoke out regularly against poverty, social injustice, and violent 
repressions of human rights being carried out at the behest of his country’s 
government.

• The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. was imprisoned from time to time and, 
ultimately, assassinated because he worked tirelessly for racial and economic 
equality for all people in America.  

• Sometimes the persecution even comes from inside the church: Anglican 
Archbishop of Canterbury Thomas Cranmer and two other Anglican Bishops 
were burned at the stake in Oxford in 1555-56 by Queen Mary I for refusing to 
abandon some of their Protestant religious convictions. 

But fortunately, for most of us in this country, the sacrifices we are called to make on 
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behalf of the Gospel are not usually so extreme. 
• We might willingly face repercussions from our employer for speaking 

prophetically to him about the lower wages he pays women with similar 
responsibilities to ours. 

• We might be called to endure social ostracism for speaking prophetically as a 
member of a private club that excludes people on the basis of race, religion or 
gender. 

• We might intentionally face ridicule from friends for insisting on more orderly 
and less contentious debate and dialogue on controversial political or social 
issues, whether in the church or in the public square. 

No matter what the issue, or the identities of those involved, from time to time God 
calls us to take courageous stands against people, relationships and systems that 
abuse or neglect other human beings.  

Questions for Reflection 
• In what ways do the poor, hungry or homeless people in your area signify 

broken, distorted, forgotten or abused relationships? What prophetic steps have 
you taken to speak out on the subject and to respond? 

• Is there a recent time you can identify when you endured hostility or persecution 
for a position or action you took on behalf of your faith? 

Prayer 
O God our Father, whose Son forgave his enemies while he was suffering shame and 
death: Strengthen those who suffer for the sake of conscience and faithful obedience; 
when they are accused, save them from speaking in hate; when they are rejected, 
save them from bitterness; when they are imprisoned, save them from despair; and 
to us your servants give grace to respect their witness and discern their truth, that 
our society may be cleansed and strengthened; and by their witness, encourage us to 
willingly speak prophetically about the injustices of our world. This we ask for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, our merciful and righteous judge. Amen (adapted from the BCP, 
p. 823). 

Saturday: God calls ALL of us to be prophets! 

On this Holy Saturday, as we wait patiently for Christ’s resurrection into new life, 
we turn our focus to our own role in bringing newness of life into the world through 
our own acts of faithful, prophetic discipleship. 
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The apostle Paul understood prophecy and the role of prophets in a distinctive way, 
as the following passage from First Corinthians illustrates.  

Pursue love and strive for the spiritual things, and especially that you might 
prophesy...those who prophesy speak to other people for their upbuilding and 
encouragement and consolation. Those who speak in a tongue build up themselves, but 
those who prophesy build up the church....What should be done then, my friends? When 
you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an 
interpretation. Let all things be done for building up. If anyone speaks in a tongue, let 
there be only two or at most three, and each in turn; and let one interpret. But if there is 
no one to interpret, let them be silent in church and speak to themselves and to God. Let 
two or three prophets speak, and let the others evaluate what is said. If a revelation is 
made to someone else sitting nearby, let the first person be silent. For you can all 
prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all be encouraged. And the spirits of 
prophets are subject to the prophets, for God is a God not of disorder but of peace (1 
Corinthians 14:1, 3-4, 26-33). 

In this passage, the immediate problem Paul is addressing in the church at Corinth 
involves some members of the community who are “speaking in tongues.” 
• There were members of the church who were speaking unintelligible words and 

phrases when the church came together for its weekly gathering.  
• The ones “speaking in tongues” viewed their practice as an elite spiritual 

discipline that gave them a certain elevated status and importance in the 
congregation. 

• Paul chastises this view, reminding the Corinthians that everything they do and 
say should serve the common good of the entire community rather than simply 
edifying individuals. 

For Paul, prophecy is intelligible speech that encourages, consoles and builds up other 
people. 
• Prophecy may include speech that affirms and encourages faithful, specific 

actions that are bearing fruit in the world and building up the community. 
• Prophecy may also include a critique of unfaithful behavior, or acknowledging a 

harmful system or practice that is injuring others; but this kind of prophecy 
should be offered gently, consoling the offender, with the goal of restoring that 
person to healthier relationships in the community. 

Every person may speak prophetically when the congregation meets. 
• Paul lays out an orderly process for allowing all people to speak prophetically 

one by one, without interrupting others in the process.
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• For Paul, revelation happens through the Holy Spirit in this kind of mutually 
respectful conversation; so when a revelation happens, the speaker should stop 
talking and cede the floor to the person who has received the revelation.  

• The entire congregation is invited to speak prophetically in sequence; when a 
person is not speaking, they should be listening intently and evaluating what is 
being said by others.  

• In Paul’s churches this practice of prophecy followed the conclusion of the meal 
called the Lord’s Supper; the practice of prophecy is the discipline whereby 
community members hold one another accountable for living the ways of Jesus 
Christ in the world.  

For Paul, the goal of prophecy is to help every member of the church grow into the 
full stature of Christ in word and deed, and to become a more faithful follower of 
Jesus.  

Questions for Reflection 
• In the context of your own life, can you identify some concrete situations where 

you are being called to “prophesy” to others in ways that encourage, console or 
build them up? 

• How might this practice also help build up the community of which you are a 
part? 

• What discipline do you and your congregation practice in order to maintain your 
focus on faithful discipleship in daily life?  

Prayer 
Faithful God, just as Christ was raised to new life from the dead on Easter morning, 
you call us to walk in newness of life in this our mortal life: fill us we pray with all 
spiritual wisdom and insight, that we might prophesy to one another with 
gentleness and mercy, so that we might all be confirmed and strengthened in the 
faithfulness of our actions and the intentionality of our discipleship. Amen.   
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