
Steward 
One who cares for the household of God 

INTRODUCTION TO THE WEEK 
This week’s study focuses on the ways that a disciple becomes a steward, a role which 
derives from being a creature of a created world and leads to perceiving one’s 
responsibility for the earth and all living things. As we will discover over the course of 
this week, being a steward may include having responsibility for the goods of the 
household, including people, food, property, money and land. Or it may involve being a 
steward of our time, energy, or a particular vocation: using the particular gifts each of us 
has received from God for service in the community. 

Practicing stewardship is an aspect of God’s covenant with humanity, and is directly 
related to a community’s care for the earth, their neighbors, as well as their rituals and 
laws. Care for all of these things expresses thanksgiving and praise to, and for, the 
divine source of all. 

In every case we consider this week, the household we are focused on is the household 
of God. This is the wider community that includes all God’s faithful people everywhere. 
We are all stewards of everything in God’s household: people, food, property, money, 
land.  

Many of our reflections this week are taken from the Gospel of Luke, the gospel that is 
most concerned with how people relate to their possessions. 

Monday: Faithful stewards bear responsibility for how they use their possessions   

John the Baptist came ahead of Jesus to lay the groundwork for Christ’s ministry. 
Today we will look at the stewardship of one’s possessions through the teaching of 
John the Baptist.
 

John the Baptist went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the 
prophet Isaiah,
! “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
! ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
! ! make his paths straight. 
 ! Every valley shall be filled,



! ! and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
! and the crooked shall be made straight,
! ! and the rough ways made smooth; 
 ! and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him...Bear fruits worthy of 
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I 
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham....And the crowds 
asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats 
must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax 
collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He 
said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked 
him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone 
by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages” (Luke 3:3-8, 10-14). 

In the Old Testament, the prophets Isaiah (40:3) and Malachi (3:1) speak about how 
God will some day send a messenger to prepare the “way of the Lord” by 
straightening the paths of God’s people. 
• The “way of the Lord” characterizes how people are to “walk” in the world: their 

actions should reflect the will of God. 
• God’s messenger will proclaim to the people how they are to amend their actions, 

in order to walk in the way of the Lord.  
• The authors of Matthew (3:3), Mark (1:3), Luke (3:4) and John (1:23) pick up this 

motif from Isaiah and Malachi, and assign to John the Baptist this role of being 
God’s messenger who will straighten the ways of God’s people to prepare them 
for the arrival of God’s messiah.  

• Luke also adds Isaiah 40:4-5 onto the quotation of 40:3 found in Mark and 
Matthew (Luke’s quotation is taken from the Greek translation of the Old 
Testament called the Septuagint, rather than from the original Hebrew text). 

• Throughout his Gospel, Luke portrays Jesus as coming into the world to “level 
the playing field;” the ministry and teaching of Jesus set all people on an equal 
footing. Luke’s quotation of Isaiah 40:4-5 foreshadows this theme: “Every valley 
shall be filled [i.e. the poor and lowly will be raised up], and every mountain and 
hill shall be made low [i.e. the rich and powerful will be brought low] and the 
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God.”  

• Luke’s theme of God’s “leveling the playing field” was first introduced in the 
Magnificat, or Song of Mary, in Luke 1:46-55, including vv. 52-53: “He [the Lord] 
has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he 
has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.” 
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Apparently, in the first century, some Jews were confident that their ethnic Jewish 
lineage guaranteed them a place in God’s salvation of Israel. “We have Abraham as 
our ancestor” they say. According to John the Baptist, ethnicity alone will not suffice 
in God’s eyes. The stewardship of our possessions is better evidence that we are 
bearing fruit worthy of repentance. 

John the Baptist identifies the exemplary stewardship of possessions in several 
specific contexts: 
• Those with adequate clothing and food should share their plenitude with others. 
• Tax collectors are to take only what tax is due. 
• Soldiers should accept their wages without complaint and refrain from forcing 

money from others. 

Questions for Reflection 
• Lent is a traditional season for reflecting on your life and amending the way you 

live. In what ways might you need to “straighten your paths” in connection with 
your stewardship of possessions? 

• For those of you who work to earn a living, what are your stewardship 
responsibilities with regard to particular assets of your employer?

• In what concrete ways do you share your personal possessions with those in 
need?  

Prayer 
O God of all creation, who gave humankind the responsibility to till and keep the 
earth: enlighten me to know your will for the faithful use of my possessions, that the 
needs of others may be met, and your creation preserved for future generations. 
Amen. 

Tuesday: Our security is not grounded in the abundance of possessions 

Sometimes, possessions symbolize something much deeper about our views of 
human existence. For many people today, life seems so frail and contingent that they 
seek to acquire more and more possessions in an effort to gain “security” for the 
future. According to biblical scholar Luke Timothy Johnson, it is out of that deep fear 
of uncertainty and insufficiency that “the acquisitive human instinct grows 
monstrous.”1 Let’s look at one of the parables of Jesus that exposes this reality.   
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Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 
inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator 
over you?” And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; 
for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a 
parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What 
should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull 
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 
And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 
drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being 
demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with 
those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God” (Luke 
12:13-21).  

In this parable the rich man thinks his security is based on the volume of crops he 
possesses. 
• So, he tears down his current barns to build bigger ones in order to store up his 

abundant crops for use in the many years to come. 
• Little does he realize, however, that human life is beyond his control and 

certainly has nothing to do with the volume of his possessions. 
• In the parable God deems the rich man a “fool” for thinking that more 

possessions provide greater security in life. 
• How suddenly the man discovers that storing up more possessions doesn’t add 

one day to the length or quality of his life.  

In our modern world (even in the church!), we deem it prudent to save money for 
retirement, so we will have enough to sustain ourselves “for many years” to come. 
According to this parable, what might Jesus say to this modern practice and 
perspective?

Jesus reminds us that real life does not consist in the abundance of our possessions. 
• He warns us to be on guard against “all kinds of greed.”
• The parable might even be saying that the seemingly prudent practices of this 

rich man can lead to a kind of spiritual “death,” as he has spent all of his days in 
acquiring and storing up possessions, and no days at all simply resting in the 
goodness of his life, his relationships, and the natural world.

• Only by seeing that life is a gift from God - unrelated to our possessions - will we 
ever experience freedom from bondage to our possessions. 

Jesus sets up an antithesis between “storing up treasures” for ourselves and being 
“rich toward God.” The implication is clear that the generous offering and use of our 
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possessions to benefit others is more pleasing to God than storing up possessions for 
ourselves. 

This kind of acquisitive behavior is often the result of fear - the fear of never having 
“enough.” I have a friend who places the rich man in this parable among the large 
group of people he calls “the mores” - people who think they always need “more” 
possessions than they have if they are ever going to find security in life. 

Questions for reflection 
• What are the foundations of your “security” in life? What are your fears about 

your future “security”? 
• Have you ever experienced a kind of spiritual “death” in your views or practices 

with regard to possessions? What brought you back to life (speaking 
metaphorically)? 

• What are some of the ways you are “rich toward God” in the use of your 
possessions?  

Prayer 
O Lord, the creator and eternal sustainer of all life: Free me from the perspectives 
and practices that reflect my bondage to possessions, and rescue me from the fear of 
never having enough; give me the courage to live into new ways to be rich toward 
God in the use of my possessions. Amen. 

Wednesday: Stewards are generous with possessions, just as God is generous with us  

Today we look at another teaching of Jesus about possessions in the Gospel of Luke. 
It follows on directly from yesterday’s parable of the rich man who foolishly built 
more barns to store up possessions for his future security. This time, though, Jesus 
addresses our anxieties about possessions and offers us direction for what really 
matters in life. 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what 
you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, and the 
body more than clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have 
neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you 
than the birds! And can any of you by being anxious add a single hour to your span of 
life? If then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the 
rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even 
Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass 
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of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more 
will he clothe you—you of little faith! And do not keep striving for what you are to eat 
and what you are to drink, and do not continue being anxious. For it is the nations of the 
world that strive after all these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 
Instead, strive for his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 
! “Do not be afraid, little flock, because your Father was well pleased to give you 
the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do 
not wear out, an inexhaustible treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth 
destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also (Luke 12:22-34). 

God provides each creature with 
what it needs - birds with what 
they need for food, lilies with 
what they need to radiate God’s 
beauty, humans with what they 
need for daily life. 
•Being persuaded of God’s 
generous provision frees us from 
anxiety about material needs. 

God has already established God’s rule among the followers of Jesus (“God was well 
pleased to give you the kingdom” - past tense). 
• Followers of Jesus live in constant awareness of their role in God’s care, 

provision, and justice for all.
• Being aware of the reality of this gracious gift of God’s kingdom, we live now as 

disciples of Jesus, without anxiety for the basics of human life. 

When we do not fear the future, and have confidence in God’s providence, we are 
freed to live generously based on the example God already sets for us! 
• According to Jesus, selling our possessions and giving generously to those in 

need (as God does with us!) establishes for us treasure in heaven that never runs 
out (it is “inexhaustible”)! 

• Jesus reminds us that what we do on earth has heavenly, eternal ramifications. 

Jesus calls us to seek first not our own wellbeing, but the kingdom of God.
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• To seek first the kingdom in daily life requires that we have a sense of what 
God’s reign on earth looks like. 

• We learn to recognize God’s reign by reading the scriptures and then seeking, 
through our faithfulness, to experience those moments when God’s will prevails 
in our lives and the lives of those around us. That is an experience of the 
kingdom!

Questions for reflection 
• In what ways have you experienced God’s generosity in your own life? In what 

ways do those experiences ground your confidence in God’s care for you? 
• In what ways has the generous use of your possessions freed you from anxiety 

about the basic necessities of life? 
• From your own experience, what qualities characterize God’s reign on earth? 

How do you seek God’s kingdom in your life and in the lives of those around 
you?  

Prayer 
Generous God, who cares for all of your creation, but especially for all people: Give 
us the confidence to trust in your generosity to provide what is needed in our lives; 
transform our experiences of your generosity into courageous and generous use of 
our possessions; and encourage us always to live in ways that reflect your reign over 
creation. Amen. 

Thursday: Jesus even links salvation to the use of possessions 

Today, we look at another aspect of the stewardship of our possessions from the 
Gospel of Luke: the connection between salvation and use of our possessions. In the 
following reading from Luke, we will hear echoes from Monday’s passage quoting 
the teaching of John the Baptist.  

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named Zacchaeus; he 
was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on 
account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and 
climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus 
came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I 
must stay at your house today.” So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All 
who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one who is a 
sinner.” Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I 
am giving to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I am paying back four 
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times as much.” Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation came to this house, because he 
too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost” (Luke 
19:1-10).

To the right is a photo of an ancient sycamore 
tree located in Jericho. Pilgrims to the Holy 
Land can well imagine Zacchaeus climbing 
this tree to get a better view of Jesus as he 
passes through town. 

In the ancient Palestine of Jesus and the first 
disciples, tax collectors were despised 
figures. 
• They were seen to be collaborators with 

the occupational forces and 
administrators of the hated Roman 
Empire, collecting taxes and tolls from 
those who could ill afford to pay them. 

• Here, we read about a “chief” tax 
collector, which puts Zacchaeus at the top 
of this undesirable group. 

• We are also told he is wealthy, which is 
no surprise: tax collectors often unscrupulously took excessive fees for 
themselves, in addition to what they collected for Rome. 

• Not surprisingly, then, he is called a “sinner” by the grumbling bystanders. 

Despite his status as a social outcast, Zacchaeus goes to great lengths to get close to 
Jesus. 
• To the surprise and consternation of the crowd, Jesus invites Zacchaeus to get even 

closer and suggests that they dine together at his home. 
• We are told Zacchaeus happily welcomes Jesus as his guest. 
• He is eager to tell Jesus about his own generosity with his possessions. 

Notice that the important verbs in this passage are in the present tense. 
• Zacchaeus tells Jesus that he is giving half of his possessions to the poor. 
• Similarly, says Zacchaeus, when he discovers that he has cheated someone, he is 

repaying that person four times the original amount. 
• Many translations of this passage (including the NRSV) fail to appreciate the present 

tense of these two verbs. 
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• In essence, Zacchaeus is presenting to Jesus for evaluation his current practices 
regarding money. 

In every way, Jesus affirms Zacchaeus and the way he uses his money. 
• The fact that Zacchaeus now enjoys “salvation” and status as a “son of Abraham,” 

signifies his inclusion in the community of God’s people. 
• Thus, Zacchaeus is not, in fact, an outsider, but an insider in the real community; he 

has shifted allegiance from taking care only of his own household; he is now a 
member of God’s household by virtue of his generous care for others in that 
household. 

• His commitment to the proper and generous use of his possessions points to his 
faithfulness in conforming his practices to the values of Jesus’ ministry and mission. 

• He embodies the qualities of people who experience the kingdom of God that is 
already present in the world. 

Questions for reflection
• Can you name some people you view as social “outcasts,” who nevertheless use 

their possessions in ways that reflect the qualities and values of Jesus’ ministry? 
• Most of us do not come close to giving half of our money to the poor. What are 

some ways you might respond to this teaching from Jesus? 
• Most of us are not involved in actions that defraud others. From time to time, 

however, we do get into situations where we consciously or unconsciously take 
advantage of someone else. Do you find yourself in such a situation now? What 
might this passage require of you? 

Prayer 
O God of many surprises: Grant us the humility to recognize all those who welcome 
your loving embrace; give us eyes to see the faithfulness of everyone whose actions 
please you; and fill us with the wisdom and confidence to use our money in ways 
that help us to know and experience the salvation you offer us always. Amen.  

Friday: Being wise stewards of our time and energy  

Stewardship does not just involve the faithful use of our money and possessions. 
God calls us, as individuals and congregations, to be faithful stewards of our time 
and energy. The following parable from the Gospel of Matthew illustrates well this 
point. 
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Before we look at today’s passage, however, let’s remember a few things about 
parables. 
• Jesus frequently uses parables as a challenging, but highly effective method of 

teaching. 
• Parables usually involve complex and dynamic stories, with many different 

moving parts and characters. 
• Listeners often realize that they can assume the role of different characters in a 

parable at different times in their lives. For instance, three years ago you might 
have identified yourself as one particular character in the story, with a point of 
view shaped by your circumstances at the time. Today, you might picture 
yourself as a quite different actor in the story, as determined by your current 
context.

• Another principal feature of a parable is that something surprising or even 
disruptive and uncomfortable for listeners usually takes place in the story. That is 
the purpose of a parable: to get us to see and engage life from a new point of 
view. 

The following parable from the Gospel of Matthew incorporates all these elements. 

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went 
to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish 
took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their 
lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at 
midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’  Then 
all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give 
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not 
be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 
yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were 
prepared went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I 
do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour  
(Matthew 25:1-13). 

On one level, the parable is clearly a story about the experience of the first-century 
church. They are expectantly waiting for the return of the resurrected Jesus, when he 
will conclude his work of establishing God’s kingdom on earth. Several clues point 
us in this direction: 
• In early Christian literature, the “bridegroom” usually symbolized Jesus Christ 

and the “wedding banquet” signified the celebration that would take place when 
Jesus returned to earth to complete God’s reign in the world. 
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• In the Gospels, Jesus himself often talks about his future return as something that 
will take place at an unexpected day or hour; so he admonishes his disciples to 
“stay awake” and always “be prepared” to welcome him when he does return.

• The early church understood his admonitions as encouragement to continue 
living faithfully by the example of Christ’s life and teachings, no matter how long 
the delay before his return. 

• They had a sense that the returning Christ would recognize those  disciples who 
were still living faithfully, and admit them to the heavenly wedding banquet. 

The early church expected the risen Christ to return soon; but as the decades after 
his death and resurrection dragged on uneventfully, there was a growing sense that 
his return had been “delayed,” as noted in today’s parable and many others in the 
Gospels.  
• From this historical perspective, the wise bridesmaids represent those followers 

of Jesus who continue to remain adequately prepared to meet him at any time of 
day or night when he finally does return. 

• These wise disciples are still living faithfully according to Christ’s life and 
example.

• The foolish ones are those who, during the time of this delay, have lost sight of 
Christ’s expected return; they let the cares and concerns of daily life interfere 
with their preparedness as faithful disciples. 

• On this reading, Jesus recognizes and welcomes into the wedding banquet only 
those followers whose preparedness is marked by a continuing faithfulness to his 
life and teachings throughout the course of his “delayed” return. 

The parable also works on another level, not only for those first disciples of Jesus, 
but also for those who still follow him 2,000 years after his death and resurrection. 
• Most of us are accustomed to hearing Jesus say in the Gospel of John that “I am 

the light of the world” (John 8:12; 9:4). 
• But in the Gospel of Matthew (the only Gospel in which today’s parable 

appears), Jesus tells his disciples in Matthew 5:14-15 that they are the light of the 
world and that no one after lighting their lamp puts it under the bushel basket, 
but on the lampstand, so that it gives light to everyone in the house.   

• Thus, at least in the Gospel of Matthew, it is important for disciples to keep their 
lamps burning brightly to illuminate their own pathway and to lead the way for 
others; disciples themselves are the lamps that must remain brightly lit for the 
good of the house and the world. 

• The “oil” in the parable signifies the fuel that allows a lamp to stay brightly lit.
• Disciples must always have sufficient oil in their lamps if they hope to continue 

burning brightly until Jesus returns. 
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This second reading of the parable suggests disciples must always be discerning.
• We must always consider whether we have enough “oil” in our lamps to say 

“yes” to the opportunities in life that come our way. 
• In other words, disciples must make sure they have enough time and energy to 

undertake a new calling or opportunity that God puts in front of them. 
• Conversely, when we take on too many responsibilities, with not enough time 

and energy to complete the tasks satisfactorily, we deplete our “oil” supply and 
the lights of our lamps begin to grow dimmer and dimmer. 

• When our lights “burn out” because we have no more oil to fuel them, we are no 
longer “prepared” for Christ’s return, and he can no longer recognize us as his 
faithful disciples. 

• On this reading, our “no’s” are just as important as our “yes’s” so that we keep 
our lights burning brightly as we remain “prepared” for Christ’s return.

• Faithfulness requires that we carefully measure the oil in our lamps before saying 
“yes” or “no” to a new calling; i.e. we must carefully measure the time and 
energy we have to give to a task before we take on that new responsibility.

• God does not penalize us for wisely saying “no” to new opportunities if our oil 
supply is low; God is generous and new callings will continue to come our way 
until we are once again in a position to respond with a faithful “yes.”    

Over my many years of teaching this parable, I’ve heard many people characterize the 
wise bridesmaids as “un-Christian” because they said “no” to the request for help from 
their needy sisters. 
• I hope this reading of the parable helps you understand that sometimes faithfulness 

requires us to say “no” to otherwise good people and causes that need our help. 
• This applies not only to us as individual disciples, but to our congregations as well.  

Questions for reflection
• It is now nearly 2,000 years after the death of Jesus, and most of us seldom think 

about being “prepared” for his return. What if Jesus did return this week - would 
he recognize you as his faithful disciple, awake and prepared, with plenty of oil 
fueling your lamp? What else might you need to do to be prepared for greeting 
him?  

• Can you identify a time in your life when you said “yes” to a calling from God, 
and later realized that you really did not have the time or energy to carry out the 
task satisfactorily? Can you identify a time when you said “no” to a calling and 
later recognized the wisdom of your decision? 

• Apply these questions to the life of your congregation. What do you discover? 
• What hinders you from wisely saying “no” to some callings that come your way? 
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Prayer 
Generous and merciful God, who desires that I remain always prepared to greet my 
Lord at his return: grant me the patience and wisdom to discern regularly how much 
oil is fueling the lamp that is my life of discipleship; guide me to say “yes” to 
callings I am prepared to fulfill, and strengthen me to say “no” to those callings that 
will consume my time and energy and cause my lamp to burn out; this I pray in the 
name of my Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Saturday: Being faithful stewards of God’s grace 

We close out our week of looking at discipleship through the lens of stewardship by 
turning in a slightly different direction. Today, we consider what it means to be 
stewards of God’s grace, that life-giving power of God that enriches the lives of 
people around us. 

The goal of all things is near; therefore be serious and discipline yourselves for the sake of 
your prayers. Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a 
multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without complaining. Like good stewards 
of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever embodiment of grace each 
of you has received. Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God; 
whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be 
glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and the power forever 
and ever. Amen (1 Peter 4:7-11). 

Grace is the term some New Testament authors use to characterize the life-giving 
power of God that animates, enlivens, energizes, and enriches the lives of God’s 
people and the people they serve. 
• Grace is channeled into the world through acts of faithful discipleship embodied 

in people’s Christlike service of others.
• Each of us is empowered by God’s grace to enrich the lives of other people by 

being Christ in service to them.  
• In the context of this passage and throughout the New Testament, “love” is not 

an emotion, but the embodiment of Christ in everyday life; here the author of the 
letter points out that love should be practiced constantly, including gracious 
hospitality offered to others.  

To be a “steward” of this life-giving power of God called grace, a person must learn 
to recognize the concrete ways that they embody Christ and thereby become a 
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conduit for grace to enter the world and enrich the lives of the people they serve. 
• This practice involves disciplined prayer and reflection in a community of faith. 
• It is often the members of our community who help us see the many ways we 

embody Christ faithfully in our daily actions, and the diverse experiences of 
grace that we channel into the lives of others.  

• A good steward manages their resources prudently in order to maintain their 
fruitfulness in the service of others.

To “glorify God in all things through Jesus Christ” means that we glow with the 
radiance of Christ in the world as we offer our souls and bodies in service to others. 

Questions for reflection
• In what concrete ways do you see yourself and your congregation embodying 

Christ in the service of others?
• In what concrete ways do you see others being enriched by God’s grace as you 

and your congregation become conduits for grace?
• What disciplines do you and your congregation employ to ensure that you 

manage your resources prudently in order to continue as faithful stewards in 
service to others? 

Prayer 
Gracious God, you created the earth and all that is in it and you sustain all things 
through your life-giving power called grace: help us know the many ways we 
channel your grace to others, and give us the discipline and wisdom to manage our 
resources wisely in the household of God so that we may continue our faithful 
service as your disciples in the world. Amen.
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