
Witness  
Proclaiming God’s power at work through Jesus  

INTRODUCTION TO THE WEEK 
A disciple must also become a witness. This is a person who proclaims and announces 
what they have seen and heard of God’s active and visible work in the world taking 
place through the ongoing ministry of Jesus. This week we will examine several 
important stories from the New Testament about people who bear witness to the power 
of God at work in and through the ministry of Jesus. 

Monday: Go and tell people what you have seen and heard...

According to the Gospels, John the Baptist and his followers are some of the earliest 
witnesses to the power of God visibly at work through the ministry of Jesus. Here is 
a clear example from the Gospel of Luke: 

The disciples of John reported all these things to him. So John summoned two of his 
disciples and sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to 
wait for another?” When the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent 
us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’” Jesus 
had just then cured many people of diseases, plagues, and evil spirits, and had given sight 
to many who were blind. And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen 
and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone 
who takes no offense at me” (Luke 7:21-23). 

Jesus does not answer John’s question directly.
• He simply refers John’s emissaries to the healing power that is visibly working 

through his ministry and actions. 
• Could it be that Jesus himself is not certain about the nature of his call? 

According to Luke, powerful healing by Jesus is a crucial aspect of what it means for 
him to be Messiah, as is proclaiming good news to the poor. 
• Bearing witness to the results of this healing power is part of proclaiming the 

identity of Jesus as Messiah. 
• Bearing witness to the ways that Jesus attends to the needs of the poor is also a 

part of proclaiming his messianic identity. 

Questions for Reflection 



• In our modern world, many people in the healing arts continue to carry out the 
ministry of Jesus, whether they call it that or not. Doctors, nurses, hospitals, 
emergency clinics, acupuncturists, therapists (physical and mental) and many 
others - they all offer their expertise and experience for the healing of others. 
Where do you see such healing power at work in the world? Have you told 
anyone about these ways you see God at work healing? If not, why not?  

• In what ways do you see God responding to the needs of the poor? How are you 
communicating what you see, or participating in God’s response? 

Prayer
Gracious God, who has compassion on those in need: give me the eyes to see your 
healing power at work through the ministry of Jesus and the courage to proclaim 
him as Messiah, so that others may come to experience his healing power and love.  
Amen. 
 

Tuesday: Jesus and the Woman at the Well, Part I  

The encounter between Jesus and a Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well (an event 
recounted only in the Gospel of John) is probably the single longest story in any of 
the four canonical Gospels (42 verses). So we will spend two days this week looking 
closely at how John narrates the story of this unnamed woman who becomes one of 
the first people to bear witness to the identity and power of Jesus. 

Pictured to the left is St. Photini, who, in 
Christian tradition, is the Samaritan woman 
Jesus encountered at Jacob’s well. This 
mosaic image of St. Photini rests over the 
entry door to St. Photini Greek Orthodox 
Church in Nablus, in the West Bank, the 
church built over the site of Jacob’s well, 
where Jesus met the Samaritan woman. In 
the undercroft of this church, pilgrims to the 
Holy Land today can still lower a bucket into 
the deep well and draw up a drink of cold, 
clear water. 
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Now let’s consider the important setting of today’s story. Jesus and his followers 
strike out north for Galilee from Judea, where his disciples have been baptizing. 

Jesus had to go through Samaria. So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the 
plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, 
tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. A Samaritan woman 
came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (His disciples had gone to 
the city to buy food). The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a 
drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not associate with Samaritans). (John 4:7-9) 

The site of this encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman is Jacob’s well, 
where Jacob first met his beloved wife Rachel many centuries earlier according to 
Genesis 29:9-12. The author of John’s Gospel probably wants us to make this 
connection as he begins to tell the story, thereby foreshadowing the important 
relationship that is about to develop between Jesus and this special woman.  

In the first century CE, Samaritans and Jews were not on friendly terms. 
• As noted in our earlier teaching in week 3 (a disciple is a “neighbor”), the 

Samaritans were probably descended from the people of Israel who were left 
behind in the land in 586 BCE, when the conquering Babylonians destroyed 
Jerusalem and Solomon’s Temple and deported to Babylon all the elite members 
of Israelite society and religion.

• Upon the return of the religious and social elites to Judea and Jerusalem nearly a 
century later, these Samaritans were shunned and not allowed to participate in 
the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem.  

• Though Samaritans and Jews worshiped the same God, there were centuries of 
bad blood between them. The Samaritans continued to worship the same God as 
the Israelites, but they did so on Mt. Gerazim, located in the hill country of 
Samaria, the region between Judea and Jerusalem, in the south, and Galilee, in 
the north. 

• We see this background highlighted in the woman’s incredulous question to 
Jesus: “How is that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?”  

There is evidence in several of the Gospels that, after the death and resurrection of 
Jesus, Samaritans were an important focus of early Christian mission and some of 
the earliest communities of Jesus’ followers included Samaritans. 
• This fact was not well received by many mainstream Jews and even some of the 

Jewish followers of Jesus, who considered Samaritans to be long-time enemies. 
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• This story in the Gospel of John suggests how Samaritans might have come to be 
an important constituency in the Jesus movement.  

Also, in the first-century Greco-Roman world, women were socially inferior to men. 
• The world of Jesus is quite hierarchical and stratified: men maintained an exalted 

position over women. 
• This fact is emphasized in the woman’s disbelief that a Jewish man would be 

speaking to, and even asking for assistance from, a Samaritan woman.

Questions for Reflection 
• Our world today can also be hierarchical and socially stratified according to 

religion, economic status, social class, ethnic origins, gender, and even sexual 
orientation. As a modern-day disciple of Jesus, how would you answer the 
question the Samaritan woman puts to Jesus about why he is crossing a social 
boundary? Has your experience as a disciple motivated you to cross a 
contemporary social boundary? How did you reflect upon the encounter 
afterwards? 

• Do you ever question whether Jesus wants to spend time talking with you? 
Why? What does this story say to you? 

Prayer 
Gracious God, Lord of the universe: help me to look past all the barriers and boundaries  
that divide people today, so that I might bear witness to your reconciling power that 
brings all people together in peace. Amen. 

Wednesday: Jesus and the Woman at the Well, Part II 

The Samaritan woman’s witness turns into Jesus’ engagement with her entire city: 

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” The woman answered him, “I 
have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for 
you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you 
have said is true!” The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet”....The 
woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he 
comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is 
speaking to you.”...Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said 
to the people, “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot 
be the Messiah, can he?” They left the city and were on their way to him....Many 
Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, bearing 
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witness that “He told me everything I have ever done.” So when the Samaritans came to 
him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. And many more 
believed because of his word. They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what 
you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly 
the Savior of the world” (John 4:16-19, 25-26, 28-30, 39-42). 
 

First, the woman responds to Jesus truthfully, and when he reveals just how much 
more he knows about her past she calls him a “prophet.” 
• Jesus affirms her initial truthfulness and encourages the continuation of their 

transformative conversation. 
• Later in this study we will define a “prophet” as someone who embodies and 

proclaims a God’s-eye view of reality. Prophets have a keen perception of things 
that harm a neighbor on the personal, interpersonal, and systemic levels. A 
prophet gives witness to relations between neighbors that have become 
distorted, forgotten and abused, so that corrective action may be taken to forgive, 
restore, and reconcile broken relationships. 

• Here, Jesus is acting as a prophet and she recognizes his status: it would appear 
that she has been damaged or even abused from her many broken relationships 
with men, although we are not told her role in each of these marital failures. 

• Jesus does not judge or condemn her; he simply continues the conversation.  

The story builds and the conversation does continue; the woman proclaims her 
confidence that the Messiah is coming and will “proclaim all things to us.” 
• She begins to sense that, through this encounter, her expectation for Messiah is 

being met with Jesus, since he has told her many things about her own life. 
• To confirm her intuition, Jesus affirms his identity as Messiah. 

Because of the woman’s growing admiration for Jesus, she returns to her city to tell 
everyone about her encounter with him and to seek their input about his identity. 
• She bears witness to the people of her city about what she has seen and heard 

from Jesus, and the fact that he knows everything about her life; this leads many 
people to believe in Jesus because of her witness alone. 

• Nevertheless, she still wonders whether Jesus really is the Messiah, so she invites 
others to come out to the well to see for themselves.  

• This provides many other people in the city with the opportunity to experience 
Jesus for themselves; this in turn leads them to follow Jesus based on their own 
encounter with him. 

Jesus’ compassionate response to the woman’s history encourages her to continue 
the conversation. In her estimation of Jesus, she has moved from first seeing him as 
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just another Jewish man, to characterizing him as a prophet, to wondering whether 
he might be the Messiah. 

This is a story about how one person - maybe even you! - can bring others to a an 
enriching relationship with Christ!

Questions for Reflection 
• Who brought you to Jesus? Did their testimony and witness about Jesus prove 

persuasive? Why, or why not? 
• Have you had your own encounters with Jesus that propel you to bear witness to 

others about him?   
• The woman openly acknowledged to Jesus a potentially embarrassing truth 

about her life. Do you openly acknowledge to Jesus those parts of your life you 
find embarrassing? If not, why not? 

• In what ways has your view of Jesus changed or grown over the years? What 
caused the change(s)? 

Prayer 
God of mercy and forgiveness: Give me the courage to speak honestly and completely 
to Jesus about my past, and the confidence to proclaim his identity and forgiveness to 
those around me. Amen.  

Thursday: Mary Magdalene bears witness to the risen Christ.  

In one way or another in all four gospels, Mary Magdalene is presented as an icon of 
devotion to Jesus. In every gospel, she is the first witness to the resurrection of Jesus, 
whether individually or collectively with other women. 

In the following passage from the Gospel of John, we find Mary at the entrance to 
the tomb, which might have looked like the two photos below. Below left is the entry 
to a first-century tomb still accessible in the Holy Land. Note the large circular stone 
on the right side of the entry that slides back and forth to seal the tomb. Below right 
is the view one gets after stepping through the entry inside the tomb, where the 
bodies are then placed into individual slots.  
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After Mary discovers that the corpse of Jesus is missing from the tomb, we pick up 
the story.   

Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 
and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at 
the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She 
said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she 
did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom 
are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said 
to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 
Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me. For have I not yet ascended to the 
Father? But go to my brothers and sisters and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to 
the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to 
her (John 20:1-2, 11-18). 

The first part of this passage depicts Mary weeping uncontrollably, grieving the 
death of Jesus. 
• She is so distraught and blinded by grief that she does not recognize the risen 

Christ when he engages her, mistaking him for the gardener (though this might 
be an ironic rather than mistaken identification, since John seems to place the site 
of Jesus’ tomb in some kind of new “garden” of Eden). 

• Mary is searching for the physical body of Jesus she once knew, that is now 
missing.

• This part of the story prepares us for accepting a new mode of Christ’s risen 
presence, rather than through the physical body of the earthly Jesus. 
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The second part of the passage focuses on Mary’s “turning” to Jesus, which happens 
twice. 
• First, Mary turns physically to face Jesus after he asks her what she is looking for. 
• Then, she “turns” a second time when Jesus calls her by name (“Mary”). As a 

member of the flock of the “good shepherd,” she knows his voice and responds 
to his call, referring back to the passage at John 10:3-5, 14. 

• This is not a second physical turning toward Jesus, since she is already facing 
him, but a spiritual conversion which marks a change in her perspective.  

• She has begun to adjust to his living presence in a form that bears no resemblance 
to his earlier physical appearance. 

The third part of this passage tells us how Mary becomes the first person to 
encounter the risen Christ and bear witness to his resurrection, although she has to 
let go of the ways in which she once knew Jesus in his earthly life in order to receive 
him anew as risen Lord.  
• At first, Mary tries to touch Jesus, as if he is still present in the form of his 

resuscitated human body. 
• Jesus tells her not to hold on to his physical form; after all, the nature of their 

relationship has now changed with his resurrection. 
• His question to her (which we have translated: “have I not yet ascended?”) 

pointedly suggests that he is no longer physically present on earth as before. 
• In fact, Jesus tells her to go to his brothers and sisters to tell them that he is 

ascending to their Father. 
• From this moment forward, Mary and the other disciples will encounter the risen 

Christ in their midst in a different form - one that is in some ways physical 
(though not always immediately recognizable), and in other ways an 
embodiment that seems more spiritual than physical (able to appear and 
disappear at will and pass through the walls of locked rooms).

Questions for reflection 
• Do you have certain expectations or pre-set conditions for encountering the risen 

Jesus in your life that you might need to give up in order to recognize and 
receive him as he actually comes to you today? 

• In what ways do you bear witness to others about the resurrection of Jesus as 
you have experienced it in your own life? 

Prayer 
Risen Lord Christ, you were glorified on the cross and raised to new resurrection 
life: help me to let go of my preconceived ideas about how I encounter you in the 
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world today; open my eyes to your abiding presence in my life; and strengthen me 
to proclaim your resurrection to anyone who will listen. Amen. 

Friday: We, too, are to bear witness to the risen Christ to the ends of the earth. 

In this reading from the Acts of the Apostles, the Holy Spirit empowers disciples to 
be Jesus’ witnesses throughout the world:  

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he 
presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during 
forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered 
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he 
said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So when they had come 
together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set 
by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth (Acts 1:1-8).  

In this the second volume of a two-volume work, the author of the Gospel of Luke 
and the Acts of the Apostles depicts the new Christian community, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, as the means by which the earthly ministries of Jesus will continue to be 
carried out to the ends of the earth. 

One of the first things the risen Jesus undertakes is to persuade his followers that he 
still lives. He does this through a series of “many convincing proofs.” 

Also, like Mary Magdalene in yesterday’s reading and reflection, the apostles 
portrayed here must also let go of their own expectations in order to carry out the 
ministry of Jesus.
• They are focused on worldly concerns, such as when God will finally restore the 

kingdom of Israel.  
• Jesus reminds them (and us!) that this is solely God’s business, not theirs. 
• They are to wait patiently for the Holy Spirit to come upon them, and it is the 

Spirit that will direct them about how to be Christ’s witnesses to the ends of the 
earth.  
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Questions for reflection
• Identify some of the “convincing proofs” in your own life that have persuaded 

you that Jesus is truly risen and continues to be a living force in the world today. 
• What are some of the things you deeply desire for God to do in your world that 

nevertheless require you to remain patient and to leave them in God’s hands? 
• How do you experience the Holy Spirit today as an energizing and inspiring 

force, particularly when it comes to guiding you about when and how to be a 
witness for Christ in the world? 

Prayer 
God of life-giving power and wisdom: thank you for showing me the many ways 
that you continue to bring life into the world through the ministry of Jesus; grant me 
the patience to wait for your timing in my life, rather than insisting on my own; and 
give me the strength and courage to recognize your Holy Spirit when it does 
energize and inspire me to bear witness to the risen Christ. Amen.  

Saturday: Living generously bears witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection.  

In today’s reading from the Acts of the Apostles, we see how the author links 
generous living and a lack of possessiveness to the great power with which the 
apostles are bearing witness to the resurrection of Jesus.  

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 
common. With great power the apostles gave their witness to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for 
as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 
They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need (Acts 
4:32-35). 

God favored the early Christian community because the apostles were proclaiming in 
word and deed the great power associated with the resurrection of Jesus. 
• The sign of God’s favor is the fact that there is no needy person among them. 
• The great power of the apostles’ witness to Christ’s resurrection is attested in the 

fact that everyone in the community is being transformed from their former way 
of being, such that they no longer hold tightly to possessions they claim as their 
own and are generously willing to sell the possessions for the common good of 
the entire community.
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• In Monday’s reflection, we heard that Jesus brings good news to the poor; here, 
we see that good news also embodied in the generous lives of his followers. 

A part of this remarkable transformation, grounded in their witness to, and 
confidence in, the power of Christ’s resurrection, included the fact that “no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions.” 
• The text does not say that ownership of property and goods was renounced; it 

says that no one clutched their possessions too tightly or held onto them 
exclusively for their own personal benefit. 

• Trusting in God’s life-giving power emboldens Christians to live generously, 
always knowing that God and the Christian community will respond to their real 
needs. 

Another sign of God’s transformative and life-giving power at work in the early 
Christian community is the fact that community members were willing to turn over 
the proceeds of the sale of their property for distribution by the apostles. 
• Having given up their possessive natures through the witness to Christ’s 

resurrection, community members entrusted the apostles to determine the needs 
of community members and to distribute community resources accordingly. 

• Earlier, in Acts 2:43-47, we also hear the author attributing the numerical growth of 
the Christian community to the generosity of its members and the fact that 
properties were being sold to meet the ongoing needs of members of the 
community. 

Questions for reflection
• How does your use of possessions bear witness to your confidence in the power 

of Christ’s resurrection?  
• How does your Christian community respond to the material needs of its 

members? 
• Are you willing to trust the leaders of your Christian community with the 

determination of the needs of others and the distribution of community 
resources? Why, or why not? 

• Can you link the ways you see God gracing your life or that of your Christian 
community with your acts of generosity to others? 

Prayer 
Gracious God, you grace us generously with every good gift necessary for our 
common life: fill us with such confidence in the power of Christ’s resurrection that 
we are willing to bear witness to his resurrection by living generously toward others, 
knowing that is your will for the world. Amen.  
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